SOME REMARKS ON PERI-RECTAL SUPPURATION.
It is hardly surprising, when one considers the anatomy of the rectum and its neighbourhood, that suppuration round it should be more or less common.
The ischio-rectal fossa is a large cavity filled with a pad of coarse fat, which, though it is fairly well supplied with blood-vessels, has a very low power of resistance against infection. Much stress has been laid on the fact that the process is sometimes set up by an injury of the wall of the bowel. It After the operation the bowels should be opened with castor oil on the fourth morning; and it will be found best to let the patient get up for this and expel the plugging in the act of defaecation. The wound can then be plugged again. After the first occasion little or no pain will be caused by this.
